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We are at once confronted with an annular layer of
muscle, fully corresponding to the definition of a con-
strictor (sphincter) muscle, namely, the orbicularis oris.
The greater part of this layer is, moreover, so strongly
connected with the integument at the angle of the
mouth, as to make it appear that the continuity of the
fibres must be broken. Although the constrictor may
thus be considered as divided into two half-circles, one
of which lies in the upper lip and the other in the lower,
its character as a whole is not destroyed, its function of
drawing in the angles of the mouth merely becoming in
this manner more pronounced, and the possibility given
for the independent action of one or other of the half-
circles.

The function of the closure of the orifice of the mouth
is further shared by two muscles, the incisivi, the con-
struction of which is somewhat complicated. One of
these muscles (the incisivus superior} is situated upon the
upper jaw, the other (the incisivus inferior) upon the
lower jaw.

The incisivus superior arises above the external
incisor tooth and the canine tooth of the upper jaw.
The fibres proceeding from this point of origin pass (1)
upwards towards the nose as the depressor alae, (2) down-
wards to the upper lip, which they draw upwards, and
(3) obliquely to the angle of the mouth, where they are
lost in the integument. The last division draws the
angle of the mouth inwards, and thus completes the
action of the orbicularis oris.

The incisivus inferior behaves in a similar manner.
It arises beneath the external incisor and the canine
of the lower jaw, and also separates into three por-
tions, which are the exact analogues of those of the
incisivus superior. One portion (distinguished as the